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of their next acts was to arrest Birotteau, the Girondin deputy,
and Girey-Dupre, the friend of Brissot, and his successor in
the editorship of the Patriots Fmncais, whom they sent to
Paris, and they then  proceeded  to  establish  the Reign  of
Terror by appointing revolutionary committees, enforcing the
" law of suspects/' filling the prisons, and keeping the guillotine
constantly at work.    Baudot had soon to leave Bordeaux for
Alsace, whither he was sent on mission to the army of the
Rhine, and Chauclron-Roussau departed to his special district,
with his head-quarters at Toulouse, while Tallien and Ysabeau
were left to exercise all the rigours of the  Terror  in the
department of the Gironde, which they renamed the depart-
ment of Bec-d'Ambes.    Jean Lambert Tallien was at first the
most conspicuous  of the pair.    This young man, who had
begun life as a lawyer's clerk, was barely four and twenty,
and had been conspicuous throughout the Revolution in Paris,
first as foreman piinter on the Monite'iir, next as editor and
printer of the Ami des Citoyens, the first journal which took
the form of a placard affixed to the walls, then as a Jacobin
orator and one of the leaders of the people on August 10,
which  secured  his  election as  secretary and  clerk  to the
Commune of Paris, and finally as deputy to the Convention
for the department of the Seine-et-Oise.    Tallien was a good
specimen of the type of proconsul who spread the Reign of
Terror over the provinces of France without shedding much
blood.    He made an immense bluster over his ferocity; he
took a lodging from which he could see the guillotine at work,
and was always talking in his speeches at the club at Bordeaux
of the Terror, and of the necessity to feed "la sainte guil-
lotine"    But with all his blustering words, he ordered but
comparatively few executions.    He  was   naturally pitiless
against all the supporteis of the federalist movement and the
declared friends of the Girondin paity, and under the "law of
suspects " and the system of denunciation, he filled the prisons
with ci-devant nobles and priests and representative bourgeois.
His comparative mildness may be judged from the fact that,
duiing his proconsulate with Ysabeau, only 123 individuals,